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*syefEkdifiHa&mufjrefrmh'Drdkua&pDta&;v_yf&Sm;aomtiftm;pkrsm;.a=unmcsuf

etz ppftkyfpkrS u&ifwdkif;&if;om;rsm;tay:wGif rdrdwdk@ae&if;a'oaus;&Gmrsm;rStwif;t"rRESifxkwfjcif;/
vufeuf}uD;rsm;jzifh ypfcwfarmif;ESifxdk;ppfqifjcif;/ vl@tcGifhta&;rsm;udk t}uD;tus,fcsKd;azgufaejcif;rsm;tm;/
jypfwif¶_wfcsuef@uGuftyfygonf? Txdk;ppfqifr_udk csufcsif;&yfwef@ay;&eftwGuf *syefEkdifiHwGif jrefrmh'Drdkua&pDta&;
v_yf&Sm;ae=uaom tiftm;pkrsm;ESifh jrefrmEkdifiHom;rsm;taejzifh awmif;qdktyfygonf?

etz ppftkyfpkonf EkdifiHawmftm%mudk vufeuftm;udk;jzifh rw&m;odrf;,lxm;+yD;/ 1990a&G;aumufyGJ&v'f
udk rsufuG,fðyum trsKd;om;'Drdkua&pDtzGJ@csKyf. wdkif;jynftusKd;ar#mfudk;I tðyoabmaqmifaom trsKd;om;jyefvnf
&if=um;apha&; urf;vSrf;csufrsm;udk vpfvsL¶_jiif;y,fvsuf&Sdonf? tzGJ@csKyfudk rw&m;toif;a=unm+yD;/ òzcGJ&efóu;pm;
aeonf? tzGJ@csKyftzGJ@0ifrsm;tay:wGif twif;t"rR zdtm;ay;+yD;E_wfxGufcdkif;aeygonf?

'Drdkua&pDacgif;aqmifa':atmifqef;pk=unf/ trsKd;om;'Drdkua&pDtzGJ@csKyf 'kOuUX OD;wifOD;/ wdkif;&if;om;acgif;
aqmif cGefxGef;OD; tygt0if EkdifiHa&;tusOf;om;rsm;udk Oya'rJh qufvufzrf;qD;csKyfaESmifxm;um 'Drdkua&pDtoGiful;
ajymif;a&;vkyfief;pOfrsm;udkvnf; vkyfudkifaqmif&Gufjcif;tv#if;r&Sdyg?

typftcwf,m,D&yfpJxm;aom wkdif;&if;om;vufeufudkiftzGJ@tpnf;rsm;ESifh EkdifiHa&;udk EkdifiHa&;enf;jzifh awG@qkH
aqG;aEG;jcif;udk vkH;0aqmif&Gufjcif;r&SdyJ/ vufeufrsm;zsufodrf;a&;udk twif;t"rRðyvkyfzdtm;ay;jcif;/ tzGJ@tcsif;csif;
rajyvnfyJòyuGJoGm;&eftwGuf enf;rsKd;pkHokH;I òzcGJv#uf&SdaeonfudkawG@&onf?

KNU ESifh EkdifiHa&;jy\emudk awG@qkHaqG;aEG;tajzr&SmyJESifh }uD;rm;aom ppftokH;p&dwfrsm;udk tokH;ðy+yD;
u&ifjynfe,ftwGif;wGif vufeuf}uD;rsm;jzifh xdk;ppf}uD;rsm;udkqifE$Jv#uf&Sdaeonf? EkdfifiHawmf.bwf*suftrsm;pkudk
ppftokH;p&dwftjzpf tokH;ðy+yD; rdrdwdk@tm%mwnf+rJa&;udkom vkyfudkifv#uf&Sdonf? wdkif;jynf.pD;yGm;a&;tajctaeonf
ykHrSefvnfywfIra&awmhavmufatmif aiGa=u;azmif;yGJr_E_ef;jrefqef}uD;rm;vGef;aeonf? wdkif;jynf.tajctaeonf
xdef;rEkdifodrf;r&avmufatmifyif taxGaxGaygufuGJvkeD;eD;jzpfv#uf&Sdaeonf? jynfolrsm;rSm wae@wjcm; qif;&Jiwfjywf
'kuQa&mufae=u&+yD;/ usef;rma&;cs•KdwJhjcif;/ a&m*gb,xlajymvmjcif;rsm;udk twkdif;xuftvGef cHpm;ae=u&onf?

u&ifjynfwGif etz rS xdk;ppfqif+yD;/ u&ifvlrsKd;rsm; rdrdwdk@aus;¶Gmrsm;rS xGufajy;wdrf;a&Smifae=u&jcif;onf
etz u vlrsKd;ðzwfowfjzwfa&;tm; pepfwusjzifh vkyfaqmifaejcif;a=umifhjzpfonf? 1996ckESpfwGif ydkI u&ifvlrsKd;rsm;
e,fpyfodk@xGufajy;um/ 'kuQonfpcef;rsm;wGif a&muf&Sdaeaom u&ifvlOD;a&rSm 100˜000(wpfodef;)ausmfv#uf&Sdae
ygonf?

etz ppftkyfpkonf ysOf;rem;/ =uyfajy;a'oodk@ òr•awmfudkajymif;a¶$@jcif;onf etz rS wdkif;jynftusKd;udk =unfh
+yD;/ ajymif;a¶$@jcif;r[kwf? rdrdwdk@.ppfXgecsKyfudk ajymif;a¶$@jcif;omjzpfonf? xdk@a=umifh vGefcJhaom ig;vrSpI =uyfajy;
e,fajr oef@pif&Sif;vif;a&;xdk;ppftjzpf awmifil/ anmifav;yif/ ysOf;rem;w0dkuf u&ifjynfoxkH/ zgyGef/ zg;tHc¶dkifrsm;&Sd
u&ifwdkif;&if;om;aus;&Gmrsm;udk twif;t"rRarmif;xkwfjcif;/ vufeuf}uD;rsm;jzifh ypfcwf&Sif;vif;jcif;rsm;udk ðyvkyfvm
onf? ,cktcsdeftxd aus;¶Gma'oaygif; 2˜800 rS u&ifvlrsKd; 15˜500 ausmfonf tdk;ypftdrfypf touftEœ&m,fab;rS
xGufajy;=u+yD;/ awmawmifrsm;wGif ykef;atmif;ae=u&onf? etz rS &Gmom;rsm;twGuf aexdkifp&mae&m tpm;xdk;
wnfaqmufay;jcif;/ pepfwuspDrH+yD; ajymif;a¶$@ae&mcsxm;ay;jcif;/ axmufyhHulnDjcif;rsm;tm; vkH;0rðyvkyfay;yJ/ twif;
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t"rR xdk;ppfqifypfcwfarmif;xkwfaejcif;a=umifh/ touftEœ&m,fab;rSvGwfatmif awmawmifrsm;twGif;odk@ xGufajy;
wdrf;a&Smifae=u&onf? tcsdefrDrajy;EkdifyJ qufvufaexdkifrdygu tm;vkH;tpkvdkuft+yHKvdkuf towfcH&ygonf? etz
ppftpdk;&. Tvkyf&yfrsm;onf wdkif;&if;om;rsm;tm; vlrsKd;ðzwfokwfoif&Sif;vif;aejcif;jzpfonf? etz rS vl@tcGifhta&;
udk }uD;rm;pGm ajymifajymifwif;wif; csKd;azgufaejcif;jzpfonf?

aep&mvkH+cHKr_r&Sdaoma=umifh awmawmifrsm;udkjzwfausmfum e,fpyfodk@ wdkif;&if;om;u&ifvlrsKd;rsm;/ rsm;pGm
a&muf&Sdae=u&onf? rdk;rusrD TudpPudk rajz&Sif;Ekdifygu aep&mr&SdI awmawmifrsm;=um;wGif cdkatmif;ae=u&aom
u&ifvlrsKd; aomif;aygif;rsm;pGm. touftEœ&,fonf  tvGefpdk;&drfp&m&Sdaeygonf?

txufyg ta=umif;t&mjzpf&yfrsm;tjyif wEkdifiHvkH;tESH@wGif wdkif;&if;om;vlrsKd;rsm;tygt0if jynfolrsm;
tm;vkH;onf etz ppftkyfpk. enf;vrf;aygif;pkHjzifh ESdyfpufn‡if;yef;jcif;trsKd;rsKd;udk rw&m;cHae=u&onf? vufeuf tm;udk;
etz . vkyf&yfa=umifh jynfwGif;a&;udk trsKd;om;&if=um;apha&;enf;vrf;jzifh ajz&Sif;Ir&awmhyg? a'oqdkif&m
jy\emtjzpf tmqD,HEkdifiHrsm;rS wm0ef,lajz&Sif;Ekdifaom tqifhwGifr&SdawmhyJ 'Drdkua&pDESifh vl@tcGifhta&;udk av;pm;
aom urBmhrdom;pk. ta&;jzpfvmaoma=umifh u|Ekfyfwdk@onf atmufygtwkdif; awmif;qdktyfygonf?

(1) etz rS tjypfrJh u&ifwdkif;&if;om;rsm;tay: rsKd;ðzwfppfyGJ/ e,fajr&Sif;vif;a&;xdk;ppf}uD;rsm; qifE$Jjcif;udk
vkH;0qef@usif ¶_wfcsuef@uGuftyfygonf? csufcsif;&yfwef@&ef awmif;qdkvdkufonf?

(2) ukvor*~taxGaxGtwGif;a&;r–;csKyf udkzDtmeefonf 'Drdkua&pDESifh vl@tcGifhta&;udk av;pm;aom
urBmhrdom;pkrsm;tm;vkH;udk,fpm; rdrd.vkyfydkifcGifhESifh tpGrf;tptm;vkH;udk tokH;ðy+yD;/ etz rS tjypfrJh u&ifwdkif;&if;om;
rsm;tay: trsKd;ðzwfxdk;ppfqif wdkufcdkufr_rsm;tm;vkH;udk ¶_wfcsuef@uGuf &yfwef@ay;&ef awmif;qdkvdkufygonf?

(3) ukvor*~vkH+cHKa&;aumifpD0if EkdifiHrsm;taejzifh wpkHw&m rvkyfaqmifyJ +idrfoufaejcif; rðyoifha=umif;
EkdifiHwumtvdkuf jrefrmEkdifiHom;tm;vkH;rS awmif;qdkygonf? *syefEkdifiHtpdk;&taejzifhvnf; etz u tjypfrJh
u&ifwdkif;&if;om;rsm;tay: xdk;ppfqifwdkufcdkufr_rsm;&yfwef@&eftwGuf zdtm;ay;yg&ef awmif;qdkvdkufygonf?

ukvor*~vkH+cHKa&;aumifpDwGif ta&;,laqmif&Gufap&ef *syeftpdk;&taejzifh wufºuaomaqmif&Gufr_rsm;udk
taumiftxnfazmfay;yg&ef arwWm&yfcH awmif;qdkvdkufygonf?

1.  The National League for Democracy (NLD-LA) Japan Branch
2.  League for Democracy in Burma (LDB)
3.  Burma Office Japan (BOJ)
4.  National Concil of Union of Burma NCUB (Japan Representative)
5.  Burma Democratic Action Group (BDA Group)
6.  Federation  of Trade Union - Burma (Japan Branch)  (FTUB- Japan Branch)
7.  The Democratic Party for a New Society (DPNS-Japan Branch)
8.  Democratic Federation of Burma (Japan) - DFB(Japan)
9.  Federation of Workers' Union of the BurmaFWUBC(Japan)
10.  Patriotic War Veterans of Burma (PWVB)
11. Association of United Nationalities in Japan (AUN-Japan)
12.  Democracy for Kachin National(Japan) - DKN(Japan)
13.  Karen National League(Japan) - KNL(Japan)
14. Chin National Community(Japan) - CNC(Japan)
15. Naga National Society(Japan) - NNS(Japan)
16. Palaung National Society(Japan) - PNS(Japan)
17. Punnyagari Mon National Society (Japan) - PMNS(Japan)
18. Arakan League for Democracy (ALD) - Exile (Japan)
19. Shan National for Democracy (Japan) - SND(Japan)
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May 16, 2006

Hon. Mr. Junichiro Koizumi
Prime Minister
Government of Japan

Dear Prime Minister,

Citizens in 12 countries around the world, including in Japan, are staging large demonstra-tions
and other action today to respond to the Burmese military regime’s major attacks on ethnic
nationalities in Eastern Burma. Protests and rallies are at Embassies of the Burmese military
junta and government buildings in the United States, Canada, United Kingdom, Japan, India,
Belgium, Australia, Thailand, Norway, New Zealand, Korea, and Denmark.

An estimated 15,500 villagers have fled their homes and villages, adding to the devastation that
has resulted in the destruction of 2,800 villages in eastern Burma since 1996.  The Refugees
International, the respected refugee research and advocacy organization, states that the situation
for those driven from their homes in eastern Burma is the worst internal displacement crisis in
Asia.

The attacks began in early November, just after Burma’s military strongman Than Shwe surprised
even Burma’s closest allies by moving the capitol from Rangoon into the middle of the jungle.
Located much closer to areas traditionally controlled by ethnic minorities, the junta immediately
commenced attacks on civilians its information minister called “cleaning-up operations”. In early
March, the attacks significantly intensified, with ethnic refugees fleeing their homes and many
streaming over the border to neighboring Thailand. Troops of the military junta have carried out
a campaign of terror attacks by burning villages and torturing civilians. Civilians have been shot,
tortured, and killed.

We request that the UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and members of the United Nations Security
Council must immediately condemn these attacks and must pass a resolution demanding the
Burmese military junta to work with the National League for Democracy party, led by the world’s
only imprisoned Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi and ethnic nationality leaders for real
and sustainable national reconciliation and democratization in Burma. If the UN Security Council
fails to act as the rainy season approaches in the coming weeks, many people will die and
destructions of villages and flights and tragedy of ethnic nationalities will be unstoppable.

The attacks in eastern Burma are focusing world attention on what Refugees International calls a
“forgotten people.”  For those familiar with Burma, much attention has been placed on the struggle
of the world’s only imprisoned Nobel Peace Prize recipient Aung San Suu Kyi. Yet those struggling
in eastern Burma have faced massive dislocations on par with similar situations in Africa where
Kofi Annan and the United Nations Security Council have chosen to become deeply involved.

Leading organizations including Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, Church World
Service, and Refugees International are all calling for the UN Security Council to take action on
Burma. Leading British members of parliament yesterday tabled a resolution demanding that the
Tony Blair government stick to its promise to press for UN Security Council action on Burma,
and the United States and EU have issued statements strongly condemning the attacks.
Recently, former Czech President Vaclav Havel and South Africa’s Nobel Peace Prize recipient
Desmond Tutu commissioned a report calling for UN Security Council action on Burma. They
pointed out that UN efforts on Burma have failed due to the fact that all have been nonbinding.
Their report, entitled “A Threat to the Peace”, painstakingly documented every failed UN attempt,
including 28 consecutive resolutions from the UN General Assembly and Commission on Human
Rights, two special envoys to Burma from UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, and four special
envoys to Burma from the Commission on Human Rights. The report also listed failed attempts
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by the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, including several envoys and the Bangkok Process.
The two respected international leaders concluded that only the power of a binding UN Security
Council resolution would help facilitate change in Burma. Shortly thereafter, the Security Council
held its first ever ground-breaking discussion on Burma on December 16th, 2005.

The call for a UN Security Council go further by adopting a binding resolution has been amplified
after the latest deadly attacks. A leading coalition of members of parliament from Southeast Asian
nations reiterated this call after the latest attacks. The UNSC must not fail in effectively dealing
with the situation if it wants to reassure the international community of its relevance.

We, who signed on this letter, all together respectfully ask your government to act the following
immediately.

(1) We request the Japanese Government to publicly condemn these attacks and the displacement
of these innocent villagers by the Burmese military.

(2) We request the Japanese Government to call for the UN Security Council to act soon by passing
a resolution as recommended by Nobel Peace Prize winner Archbishop Desmond Tutu and former
Czech President Vaclav Havel, including the demands that the Burmese military government halt
all attacks on the civilian population and ensure the immediate, safe, and unrestricted access to
all parts of the country for international humanitarian organizations to provide aid.

With Best Regards,

Signed:

1.  The National League for Democracy (NLD-LA) Japan Branch
2.  League for Democracy in Burma (LDB)
3.  Burma Office Japan (BOJ)
4.  National Concil of Union of Burma NCUB (Japan Representative)
5.  Burma Democratic Action Group (BDA Group)
6.  Federation  of Trade Union - Burma (Japan Branch)  (FTUB- Japan Branch)
7.  The Democratic Party for a New Society (DPNS-Japan Branch)
8.  Democratic Federation of Burma (Japan) - DFB(Japan)
9.  Federation of Workers' Union of the BurmaFWUBC(Japan)
10.  Patriotic War Veterans of Burma (PWVB)
11. Association of United Nationalities in Japan (AUN-Japan)
12.  Democracy for Kachin National(Japan) - DKN(Japan)
13.  Karen National League(Japan) - KNL(Japan)
14. Chin National Community(Japan) - CNC(Japan)
15. Naga National Society(Japan) - NNS(Japan)
16. Palaung National Society(Japan) - PNS(Japan)
17. Punnyagari Mon National Society (Japan) - PMNS(Japan)
18. Arakan League for Democracy (ALD) - Exile (Japan)
19. Shan National for Democracy (Japan) - SND(Japan)
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May 16, 2006

Hon. Kofi Annan
Secretary-General
United Nations

Dear Secretary-General,

Citizens in 12 countries around the world are staging large demonstrations and other action today
to respond to the Burmese military regime’s major attacks on ethnic nationalities in Eastern
Burma.Protests and rallies are at Embassies of the Burmese military junta and government
buildings in the United States, Canada, United Kingdom, Japan, India, Belgium, Australia,
Thailand, Norway, New Zealand, Korea, and Denmark.

An estimated 15,500 villagers have fled their homes and villages, adding to the devastation that
has resulted in the destruction of 2,800 villages in eastern Burma since 1996. The Refugees
International, the respected refugee research and advocacy organization, states that the situation
for those driven from their homes in eastern Burma is the worst internal displacement crisis in
Asia.

The attacks began in early November, just after Burma’s military strongman Than Shwe surprised
even Burma’s closest allies by moving the capitol from Rangoon into the middle of the jungle.
Located much closer to areas traditionally controlled by ethnic minorities, the junta immediately
commenced attacks on civilians its information minister called “cleaning-up operations”. In early
March, the attacks significantly intensified, with ethnic refugees fleeing their homes and many
streaming over the border to neighboring Thailand. Troops of the military junta have carried out
a campaign of terror attacks by burning villages and torturing civilians. Civilians have been shot,
tortured, and killed.

We request that the UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan and members of the United Nations Security
Council must immediately condemn these attacks and must pass a resolution demanding the
Burmese military junta to work with the National League for Democracy party, led by the world’s
only imprisoned Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi and ethnic nationality leaders for real
and sustainable national reconciliation and democratization in Burma. If the UN Security Council
fails to act as the rainy season approaches in the coming weeks, many people will die and
destructions of villages and flights and tragedy of ethnic nationalities will be unstoppable.

The attacks in eastern Burma are focusing world attention on what Refugees International calls a
“forgotten people.” For those familiar with Burma, much attention has been placed on the struggle
of the world’s only imprisoned Nobel Peace Prize recipient Aung San Suu Kyi. Yet those struggling
in eastern Burma have faced massive dislocations on par with similar situations in Africa where
Kofi Annan and the United Nations Security Council have chosen to become deeply involved.

Leading organizations including Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, Church World
Service, and Refugees International are all calling for the UN Security Council to take action on
Burma. Leading British members of parliament yesterday tabled a resolution demanding that the
Tony Blair government stick to its promise to press for UN Security Council action on Burma,
and the United States and EU have issued statements strongly condemning the attacks.
Recently, former Czech President Vaclav Havel and South Africa’s Nobel Peace Prize recipient
Desmond Tutu commissioned a report calling for UN Security Council action on Burma. They
pointed out that UN efforts on Burma have failed due to the fact that all have been nonbinding.
Their report, entitled “A Threat to the Peace”, painstakingly documented every failed UN attempt,
including 28 consecutive resolutions from the UN General Assembly and Commission on Human
Rights, your two special envoys to Burma, and four special repporteurs to Burma from the
Commission on Human Rights. The report also listed failed attempts by the Association of
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Southeast Asian Nations, including several envoys and the Bangkok Process. The two respected
international leaders concluded that only the power of a binding UN Security Council resolution
would help facilitate change in Burma. Shortly thereafter, the Security Council held its first ever
ground-breaking discussion on Burma on December 16th, 2005.

The call for a UN Security Council go further by adopting a binding resolution has been amplified
after the latest deadly attacks.? A leading coalition of members of parliament from Southeast
Asian nations reiterated this call after the latest attacks. The UNSC must not fail in effectively
dealing with the situation if it wants to reassure the international community of its relevance.

We, who signed on this letter, all together respectfully ask you and your good offices to act the
following immediately.

(1) We request the Secretary-General to publicly condemn these attacks and the displacement of
these innocent villagers by the Burmese military.

(2) We request the Secretary-General to call for the UN Security Council to act soon by passing a
resolution as recommended by Nobel Peace Prize winner Archbishop Desmond Tutu and former
Czech President Vaclav Havel, including the demands that the Burmese military government halt
all attacks on the civilian population and ensure the immediate, safe, and unrestricted access to
all parts of the country for international humanitarian organizations to provide aid.

With Best Regards,

Signed:

1.  The National League for Democracy (NLD-LA) Japan Branch
2.  League for Democracy in Burma (LDB)
3.  Burma Office Japan (BOJ)
4.  National Concil of Union of Burma NCUB (Japan Representative)
5.  Burma Democratic Action Group (BDA Group)
6.  Federation  of Trade Union - Burma (Japan Branch)  (FTUB- Japan Branch)
7.  The Democratic Party for a New Society (DPNS-Japan Branch)
8.  Democratic Federation of Burma (Japan) - DFB(Japan)
9.  Federation of Workers' Union of the BurmaFWUBC(Japan)
10.  Patriotic War Veterans of Burma (PWVB)
11. Association of United Nationalities in Japan (AUN-Japan)
12.  Democracy for Kachin National(Japan) - DKN(Japan)
13.  Karen National League(Japan) - KNL(Japan)
14. Chin National Community(Japan) - CNC(Japan)
15. Naga National Society(Japan) - NNS(Japan)
16. Palaung National Society(Japan) - PNS(Japan)
17. Punnyagari Mon National Society (Japan) - PMNS(Japan)
18. Arakan League for Democracy (ALD) - Exile (Japan)
19. Shan National for Democracy (Japan) - SND(Japan)



8
Jhk

“The SPDC is trying to make sure the Karen are wiped off  the map of  Burma — the people, the

culture, the language,”

Sor Law Lah Doh, 30-year-old Karen who arrived two days ago in the camp near the Salween river

with his wife and three children. (Reuters)

“The SPDC will only be happy when there are no more Karen in Burma,”

Kya Kwa Po, 70-year-old, sheltering from the midday sun beneath a blue tarpaulin slung across bamboo

poles on the edge of  the jungle. (Reuters)

“This is the worst situation for the Karen for 10 years,”.... “If  the SPDC continue to use force to chase

people away, it will get bigger,” ”The Thai camps are already full — there is no room for new arrivals.

The people will have nowhere to go but here.”

Peter, a teacher from one of  the main refugee camps in Thailand who has been brought in to try and

establish clean water, food and shelter at the rapidly swelling village. (Reuters)

“The government has to clear up the areas where KNU members and their hardcores could be hiding,”
Burmese military regime’s Information Minister Brigadier General Kyaw Hsan (Reuters)

====================================================

Myanmar Refugees Tell of  Murder, Villages Burnt: Reuters

Sunday May 14, 2006
Reuters: http://uk.news.yahoo.com/14052006/325/myanmar-refugees-tell-murder-villages-burnt.html
Stuff  (New Zealand) http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3667796a12,00.html
Scotsman (UK): http://news.scotsman.com/international.cfm?id=721472006

NEAR THE SALWEEN RIVER, Myanmar (Reuters) - Over the last month, more than 800 ethnic
Karen have fled the biggest Myanmar army offensive in a decade to a makeshift jungle camp near the
Thai border. Hundreds more are likely to follow.
In some of  the first independent confirmation of  a growing refugee crisis inside the former Burma’s

Karen State, Reuters interviewed dozens of  families who walked for weeks through malaria-infested

forests to escape soldiers of  the SPDC, as Yangon’s ruling junta is known.
Protected by Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA) guerrillas in a steep valley one mile (1.5 km)
from Thailand, they spoke of  friends and relatives murdered, villages burnt to the ground and the

ashes seeded with landmines.

Some of  them used the word “myo dong”. In Karen, it means genocide.  “The SPDC is trying to make
sure the Karen are wiped off  the map of  Burma — the people, the culture, the language,” said 30-year-
old Sor Law Lah Doh, who arrived two days ago in the camp near the Salween river with his wife and

three children. Another new arrival, 70-year-old Kya Kwa Po, agreed. “The SPDC will only be happy

when there are no more Karen in Burma,” he said, sheltering from the midday sun beneath a blue
tarpaulin slung across bamboo poles on the edge of  the jungle.
The Karen, a mainly Christian people who make up just over 10 percent of  Myanmar’s 52 million

people, have been fighting a guerrilla independence war in eastern Myanmar for the last 50 years —

one of  the world’s longest-running conflicts.
Since November, reports from refugee relief  groups inside Karen State have pointed to a determined

assault on ethnic areas by the Burmese-dominated junta, which calls itself  the State Peace and

Development Council (SPDC).

Myanmar Refugees Tell of  Murder, Villages Burnt: Reuters

Sunday May 14, 2006
Reuters: http://uk.news.yahoo.com/14052006/325/myanmar-refugees-tell-murder-villages-burnt.html
Stuff (New Zealand) http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/0,2106,3667796a12,00.html
Scotsman (UK): http://news.scotsman.com/international.cfm?id=721472006
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Over the weekend, Yangon’s secretive generals, who exert total control over the media, accused the

KNU of  planning “atrocities and sabotage acts” against the government.

“The government has to clear up the areas where KNU members and their hardcores could be hiding,”

Information Minister Brigadier General Kyaw Hsan told reporters on Saturday.

However, he blamed the exodus of  refugees on a power struggle within the Karen rebel movement.

The Free Burma Rangers (FBR), a Christian group that helps refugees inside Myanmar, says more than

15,000 ethnic minority people have been forced to flee their homes but remain inside the country as

internally displaced people, or IDPs.

The U.N. refugee agency confirmed two weeks ago that 1,800 had crossed into Thailand since December,

where 120,000 ethnic minority people from Myanmar live in permanent refugee camps.

U.N. officials did not comment on possible IDP numbers, but information from refugees near the

Salween River, which forms the border with Thailand, corroborated FBR estimates of  thousands on

the run in the jungle.

FLIGHT TO SAFETY

Sor Law Lah Doh, who led his family past landmines and SPDC patrols on a 10-day trek to the relative

safety of  the Salween, said 170 of  the 200 people in his village fled after a raid in which all their homes

and rice banks were razed.
He said he knew of  100 other similar-sized communities who had suffered a similar fate.
So far, in the last month, 805 refugees have made it through the jungle to emerge, filthy, exhausted and
sick at the Karen camp, a collection of  200 bamboo huts nestled in the dense jungle. The camp has
only been open since April 5.
Some families trekked for up to three months to escape. In two cases, women gave birth on the run.
Their children, along with three others born in the camp, now cling to life, at the mercy of  diarrhoea,
infection and malaria.
“This is the worst situation for the Karen for 10 years,” said Peter, a teacher from one of  the main
refugee camps in Thailand who has been brought in to try and establish clean water, food and shelter
at the rapidly swelling village. Another group of  refugees from Karenni State to the north are due to
arrive at any moment, he said.
“If  the SPDC continue to use force to chase people away, it will get bigger,” said Peter, who has only
one name. “The Thai camps are already full — there is no room for new arrivals. The people will have

nowhere to go but here.” # # #
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